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What Is Claimed Is : 

i. A hidden storage system fibr a vehicle having side panels and 
whi<bh does not substantially alter tl/e external appeareince of the vehicle, 
comprising: 

at least one storage having ain interior mounted on at 
least one side of said vehicle; 

at least one sectioi/i of a side panel on at least said one 
side of said vehicle being hinged, whereby same can be opened to expose 
the interior of said storage ^ox and closed to cover the interior of said 
storage box; 

at least one -tt^Sirr latch mechanism mounted to releasably 
secure said at least one hifnged section of said fender/side panel; and 
lock means for actuating said at least one latch mechanism. 



2 . The hidf^en storage syst em of ninim 1, vfh"r"in --frniTt"'^^pM^l ^ 
includes wheel wells, and wherein said at least one storage 
least one of said wheel wells and extends forward and^rearward therefrom. 



The hidden storage sysi^cTot Claim 1, wherein said at least 
one storage box is const ructe^^p' eitend along at least a section of-the^ 
floor of said vehicle. 



4. 



\e hidden storage system of Claim 1 , wherein said kb^eh 



mechanism is hidden and includes a plurality of cooperating latch members 
Led to be mounted on said storage box said said^ hinged section of said 
side panel . 
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JE he hidden storage svg 



electric 




is selected from the grpu^^^efisist i 



of Cl£ujiLJ^r--wheT^Trr'^id meajis 
bf mechanically activated means and 



,ivated means 



0 



« =61 "The hidden storage systerij^of Claim 1, whereii 

one storage box--4«r'provIded with at ;^!^st one shelf in the interior 



7, M lic hidd e n nl u iage S ystem oi 



^peift-each side of 



said vehicle is, providedwitb--a^r-i:^^ storage box havir^ an interior ^, 

at least ,.Qn<r"tfin^ f yl nide p a n p l ffftctionj aP lLj^t least one latch mechanism. 



— 8": The hidden - rr tor age system of Claim 7 , wherein^tr 

mechanism on each side of said vehicle has a _3©pSLfate lock means. 



B,.----TTie hidden storage j^ystem of Claim 1, wherein said lock means 
^itiened aL ari ena oi said at least one sturage--be5t^ ^ 



tQi ^ The hid( if=^ n qtornfjn ^yi^^^ '^f ^l^im 1^ flddi t ion n 1 ly ip t i^l iHing 
at least one strut assembly operatively connected to ret^tirtfsaid at least 
one hinged section of said side panel in ^/^^^a^T position. 



11. The hidde}>-:^forage system of Claim 10, wherein said at least 
one strut asserpMy is provided with means selected from the group 
consisting of insulating means, heating means, and heating and insulating 
moetns. 




t^i TCe hidden stofacge oyotcm of Claim 12_^_jvtiQCol4 i oa id - aitte - 

panel includes at l^asi^-twcT'sectic^'^hinged to enable raising each, 



14! Th e hidden storage system uf^CljjJm 1 j^a rldi t i o nal ly including 

^e assembly mounted in said at^^ least one 



at least one drain/air r 
storage bo 



10 



15; irt-arvSKTcTe having sidepanels, a hidden storage^ 

comprising: 

at least one hinged side panel section, 
at least one storage box having^^an interior located adjacent 
said hinged side panel section, and 

a lock/latch mechajfrfsm fq^/said at least one hinged side 

panel , 

said hi^iden storage system being constructed to not 
substantially alj^ the external appearance of the side panels of the 
vehicle. 



16. The hidden storage system of Claim 15, wherein said hinged 



sectiorTTs liinged L6"open upwardly or downwardly. 
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17. The hidden storage system of ClaigL 



rrfional ly inci-trtnng 



means for retaining said hinged side panel section in an op)en petition. 

18. The hidden storage system of Claim additionally including 
at least one shelf in the interior of said steerage box. 



19. The hidden storage syst^ of Claim 15, wherein said storage 
box and said hinged side panel sept ion extend along a length of said 
vehicle intermediate a door axydc a rear end of said vehicle. 

20. In the vehitsle of Claim/^15, a hidden storage system located 
on each side of said vehicle. 

21. The hidden storage system of Claim 15, additionally including 
at least one drai^/air relief valve assembly mounted in said at least one 
storage box. 




22. /a method for producing a hidden storage system in a vehicle 
having side/ panels with only minor alteration of the external appearance of 
the vehicye side panels, said method being selected from the group 
consisting of assembly line fabrication, modular fabrication and assembly, 
and rebrofit of an existing vehicle. 



23. A method of automatically relieving air gind providing 
dr^fining in a storage compartment, comprising: 

forming an opening in the storage compartment, and 
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